LOS TRANCOS OPEN SPACE PRESERVE
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— Trail Use —

Hiking Only

Hiking, Equestrian

Hiking, Bicycling,
Equestrian

Note:
Dogs and bicycles
are not allowed
on this preserve.
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The grasslands of Los Trancos have been heavily altered through grazing and agriculture.  All areas of grassland within the preserve have been grazed and grapes were once cultivated at the southern end of the preserve.  Only in areas of thin soil or serpentine are the natives more predominant than the multitude of introduced species.  Avena fatua (Wild Oats) dominates the grasslands, particularly in late spring.  Few native bunch grasses are to be found in the open meadows, though some may be found in oak-savanna.  Most of the Vicia ssp. (Vetches), Lupinus ssp. (Lupines) were observed at the northern end, as were the Sisyrinchium californicum  (Yellow-eyed Grass) (B7-B9). 
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The major part of the preserve consists of a mixed evergreen forest, particularly in the southwestern portion.  Quercus ssp. (Oaks) and Umbellifera californica  (California Bay) are the dominant trees, with a variety of species in the understory.  Notable are the Lithocarpus densiflora (Tanbark Oak) (I4-I6) and Pseudotsuga menziesii  (Douglas-fir) (L4 and south) growing only in the lower reaches of the Los Trancos Creek canyon and tributary canyons.  Also notable are the Dicentra formosa  (Pacific Bleeding Hearts) (S10) and Pedicularis densiflora  (Indian Warrior) (B7).
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The chaparral communities of Los Trancos Preserve are not uniform.  Within a small area at the north end of the preserve, one finds almost pure stands of Baccharis (Coyote Brush) a short distance away from nearly pure stands of Adenostoma. (Chamise) (G7)  Most of the true chaparral is concentrated at the southern end of the preserve, particularly around the borders of the meadow.  The chaparral along the eastern edge of the preserve and to the south tends to be largely Baccheris and lacks the diversity found at the north end. Notable also is are a large number of Delphinium californicum (Coast Larkspur) at the north end (B8-B9).
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Much of the border along Page Mill Rd. falls within the communities listed above.  
Most notable are the non-natives, whose presence is probably due to the proximity to Page Mill Rd.  Pinus radiata (Monterey Pine) is located in V12-13; Vinca major (Greater Vinca) in B10; Eucalyptus globulus (Blue Gum) in G8, M12-N13; and Juglans ssp. (Walnut) in Q13 and U13.
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Most of the plants found in the grasslands can also be seen in the Oak-Savanna.  For that reason, the following list is abbreviated.The Oak-Savanna community is found along the northwest border (G5-G7) and also on the eastern border near the walnut orchard (Q13).
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